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Humanities subjects are all heavily focussed on people and their relationships and 
as such we are well placed to contribute to students’ Spiritual, Moral, Social and 
Cultural education. In every lesson across the Faculty, students are expected either 
to consider the needs and experiences of others, or their own personal responses to 
events, problems and changes. Teachers in Humanities encourage students to 
discuss and debate controversy outside the classroom. At times this is in a formal 
setting like educational visits or homework, but also we expect the study of 
Humanities subjects to affect positively the way students live their daily lives. We 
encourage young people to enquire, consider and question in lessons and beyond. 

 

 Moral decisions by individuals, governments and societies are central to the study of 
the Holocaust or globalisation, for example, both topics that students consider in 
both Key Stages within the Faculty. 

 There is an open and safe learning environment across the Faculty which allows 
students to express their views. This is highlighted by Personal development 
lessons which encourage the students to consider current affairs and put them into 
today’s context before debating challenging and often controversial topics.  

 Social issues and the needs of different groups of people are also common themes 
that are explicitly recognised on a regular basis, such as in the study of Energy and 
Waste in Geography or the experiences of women in Britain during the 19th and 
20th centuries, studied in History. 

 

Spiritual Development in History 

• A sense of curiosity is central to the study of History at Admiral Lord Nelson 
School and is strongly encouraged by the staff. Lessons are adapted 
continually according to students’ current knowledge and thirst for more. 

• Spiritual development is encouraged regularly by providing pupils 
opportunities to appreciate intangible concepts. The idea of truth is central to 
all History lessons that use sources. The nature of historical truth based on 
personal memoir was particularly explored following visits to Krakow in 
Poland where we spoke to a Holocaust survivor at the Galicia Museum and 
took in the events and personal stories at Auschwitz. Students in Year 8 
yearly visit Ypres and the war graves of WWI soldiers alongside memorials 
and the beautiful Tyne Cot Allied Cemetery, 



 

 

• A sense of empathy is consistently extended in lessons. History demands an 
understanding of others, such as that of women and soldiers in WW1, those 
under Nazi occupation and even children struggling under the new and 
emerging Industrial revolution. 

• Cultural appreciation and understanding is fundamental to learning in History 
across all key stages. Students are presented with authentic accounts of 
cultures as diverse as Ancient Rome and Greece, to Russia and Northern 
Ireland.  

• Development and progress is also explored and studied, especially in the 
Year 11 unit covering the History of Medicine which considers the role of the 
Christian Church, the Muslim World and Ancient cultures had on the 
development of medicine and treatment. 

  
  

Moral Development in History 

·         History lends itself well to supporting the moral education and 
development of young people. Whole school issues such as wearing a poopy 
for Remembrance Sunday are highlighted within history lesson.  

·         Moral questions form a key part of many of the units on offer in History. 
In year 9 the idea of Blame is focused upon during our look at who was to 
blame for The Titanic disaster. In year 8 students have to debate whether 
Louis XVI should be executed and come up with arguments for and against to 
support their point.  In GCSE the look at the rise of the Nazis and the 
Holocaust encourage students to look at their own moral make up and ask the 
question “How could this have happened?”  This can then tie in with PD 
lessons when looking at the issue with refugees and extremism today. 

 

Social Development in History 

  

·         Social issues and the needs of different groups of people are also 
common themes that are explicitly recognised on a regular basis, such as in 
the study of the Evacuees for GCSE Controlled Assessment and the 
experiences of women in Britain during the 19thand 20th centuries covered 
firstly in Year 8 and then extended in GCSE to look at women during WWI.  
Students’ ability to exercise leadership and demonstrate responsibility is 
promoted through team learning activities in many History lessons.  
 
 



 
 
Sharing understanding, knowledge and ideas is crucial in order that students 
make informed, well-reasoned arguments that are based on fact. The 
teachers regularly employ a range of strategies and activities to facilitate 
these discussions and collaborations. In year 7 students visit the Weald and 
Downland Museum to experience for themselves what life in different social 
situations would have been like for medieval people, Elizabethans and the 
Victorians. 

 
Cultural Development in History 

·         Much of the History curriculum in year 9 and at GCSE explicitly teaches 
students an appreciation of the influences that have shaped their own cultural 
heritage in Britain. The two World Wars and the key changes brought about 
by these events are focused upon.  

·         Through marking each other’s work and delivering presentations, 
students are also introduced to concepts, values and events they would never 

otherwise have encountered.  
For example Jack the Ripper, individuals within the Industrial Revolution and 
medicine through time. The History curriculum offers students opportunities to 
express their opinions and communicate their knowledge in varied ways from 
Years 7 to 11, including artistic and cultural forms. Independent learning 
includes the research and making of a medieval castle and the construction of 
a WWI trench. 
·         The contribution of different cultures to human development and 
progress is also assessed carefully, especially in the Year 11 unit covering the 
History of Medicine which considers the extent of the impact that the Christian 
Church, the Muslim World and Ancient cultures had on the development of 
medicine and treatment. 
 

 

 

Spiritual Development in Geography 

·         In Geography, we encourage spiritual development through providing 
opportunities for students to reflect upon the landscapes and environments 
we study within lessons. GCSE Geographers undertake a fieldtrip where they 
are able to appreciate the landforms and processes that they have learnt 
about and gain a greater understanding of their formation. 

          

 



 

• We encourage geographers to be curious about the world in which we 
live and to ask questions about future events. Students question the 
likelihood of impacts such as global temperature change and how we 
would have to adapt our lives to survive.   

  Moral Development in Geography 

·         Moral questions are present in the majority of topics that we study in 
Geography. They help to form a key part of Geographical Issues that are 
present within the world today. Geography students study China’s attempts to 
reduce their population growth through the use of the one child policy. 
Students discuss the successes of this, but also question whether it is morally 
correct and how they would feel if they were forced to live under its rules.  

·         Students discover the ways in which large companies target children in 
poor parts of the world with their products and explore the right and wrongs of 
this exploitation. 

 

In Geography we see it as important that students understand the issues 
faced by people in different parts of the world and develop an opinion towards 
them.  

  

Social Development in Geography 

  

·         Social issues and the needs of different groups of people are also 
common themes that are explicitly recognised on a regular basis such as the 
need to create a sustainable society.  

 
Students’ leadership and initiative is developed in their GCES Controlled 
Assessment tasks, which puts the emphasis of achievement at their feet and 
encourages with teacher help the commitment to produce excellent pieces of 
work led solely by the students. 

 

Cultural Development in Geography 

•         Understanding different cultures is a key part of Geography. Geography, 
students explore the concept of migration. Lessons are spent discovering why 
people migrate and why this is necessary for refugees. The topics help to give 
students a greater awareness of such a current issue. 

 



 

 

Spiritual Development in Philosophy and Ethics 
• The Spiritual aspect of SMSC is embedded in our lessons, with pupils 

often being given opportunity to reflect on how the things they have 
learnt can affect and influences their own lives. At GCSE level pupils 
are asked for their own opinion in their evaluation questions, which we 
discuss at length in lessons. In Key Stage 3 each assessment has an 
aspect of “learning from religion” in it which is about their personal 
reflection on the topic being assessed. Pupils are also given 
opportunity to reflect in their written work. 

 

Moral Development in Philosophy and Ethics 
• The issues of morality flow throughout our courses. At GCSE level the 

course specifically requires pupils to consider the moral issues of the 
topics that are being addressed, such as the role of humans and the 
environment, if abortion and euthanasia are morally acceptable and if 
Capital Punishment is helpful. At Key Stage 3 we also look at how 
moral issues, such as suffering are affected by religion. We also review 
how the issues we face today can affect the world tomorrow within 
Personal development units which are embedded within this course. 

 

Social Development in Philosophy and Ethics 
• Within Religious Education and Personal development pupils are given 

the opportunity to develop their social skills through debate, speaking 
and listening, group work and using a variety of modern media. We 
also reflect on issues of community cohesion through inter-faith 
dialogue and the affect religion has on individuals. 

 

Cultural development in Philosophy and Ethcis 

• Religion, Morality and Social skills are underpinned by the culture we live in. 
Within Religious Studies we look at issues of how religion is shown in our 
culture by the media, and how religious beliefs affects the culture we live in. 
We also review world faiths and show the importance of the influence of 
culture and religion often go hand in hand throughout the world 

 


